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AMENDMENTS TO THE CI AIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions,, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for software application development 
suitable for processing input files with v arying file formats or data structures, the method 
comprising: 

characterizing the file format and data structure of at least one known input file 

type; and 

creating a library comprising a plurality of jobs configured to perform 
predetermin ed functions , wherein the library of jobs comprises at least one iob configured to read 
the file format and data structure of the known input file and convert that in put file to a tab 
delimited file format or data structure that is common to the plurality of jobs, at least one job 
configured for extracting data from a file, at least one iob configured for archiving files, at least 
one job configured for loading files, at least one iob configured for messag i ng, at least one iob 
configured f Q r transforming data in a file, at least one iob configur ed for validating data in a file. 
and further wherein e a e h iob configured to pofform n pr a d a t ft itminnfl fj]nntinn ... <m d jnK 
includes including an indicator of job t e rmination, wh e r e in the indicator is e ith e r termination 
success or job termination failure, and the plurality of jobs are configured for linking according 
to the indicator of iob termination success or job termination failur e, w ith at least on e of th e jobs 
configur e d to rood the file format end data fltruotur d- ef tho known input fil e and oowort that input 
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2-7. (cancelled) 

8. (currently amended) A method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
creating a job stream library, the job stream library comprising at least one job 

stream, the job stream comprising individual jobs from the library of jobs, and the at least one 
job stream in the job stream library including an indicator of job stream teimination, wherein the 
indicator is either job stream termination success or job stream termination failure. 

9. (original) A method according to claim 1 , further comprising adding jobs 
to the library of jobs. 

1 0. (currently amended) A system for software application development 
suitable for processing in put files with varying file formats or data structures , the system 
comprisin g a processor with : 

means for characterizing the file format and data structure of at least one known 
input file type; and 

means for creating a library comprising a plurality Of job s configured to perform 
predetermined functions, wherein the library of fobs comprises at least one job configured to read 
the file format and data structure of the known innut file and convert th at input file to a tab 
delimited fi le format or data structure that Is common to the plurality of jobs, at least one job 
configured for extracting data from a file, at least one iob configured for archiving files, at least 
one job configured for loading files, at least one job con figured for messaging, at least one iob 
configured for transforming data in a file, at least one iob configured for validating data in a file. 
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includes H wluding an indicator of job termination wh e roin the indicator is e ith e r termination 
success or job termination failure, and the plurality of jobs are configured for linking according 
to the indicator j ob termin a tion success or job termination failure , with at loont nno of th e job n 
configur e d to rend tho filo format and data structure) of the known input file and oonvort that input 
file to o fil e format or data otruoturo oubatantially common to th e plurality of job s. 

1 1, (currently amended) Computer executable software code transmitted as an 
information signal, the code for software application development suitable for processing input 
files with varying file formats or data structures , the code comprising: 

code to characterize the file format and data structure of at least one known input 

file type; and 

code to create a library comprising a plurality of jobs configured to perform 
predetermined functions, wherein the library of jobs comprises at least one iob configured to read 
the file format and data structure of the kn own input file and convert that input file to a tab 
delimited file format or data structur e that is common to the plurality of jobs, at least one job 
configured for extracting data from a file, at least on e iob configured for archiving files, at least 
one iob configured for loading files, at least one iob configured for messaging, at least one iob 
configured for transforming data in a file, at least one iob configured for validating data in a file. 
and further wherein e ach job oonfigurod to perform a predetermine d A motion and each job 
includes including an indicator of job t e rmination) wh e rein tho indicator is cither termination 
success or job termination failure, and the plurality of jobs are configured for linking according 
to the indicator of iob termination success or iob termin a tion failu re, with at leant ono of tho jobs . 
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9 of th e known input fil e and o 



1 that input 



1 2. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable software code stored thereon, the code for software application developmen t suitable 
for processing input files with varyin g file formats or data structures, the code comprising: 

code to characterize the file format and data structure of at least one known input 

file type; and 

code to create a library comprising a plurality of job s configured to perform 
predetermined functions, wherein the library of iobs comprises at least one job configured to read 
the file format and data structure of the known inpu t file and convert that input file to a tab 
delimited file format or data structure that is common to the plurality of j obs, at least one job 
configured for extracting data from a file, at least one iob configured for archiving files, at least 
One job configured for loading files, at least PBg job configured for messaging, at least pne job 
configured for transforming data in a file, at least one iob configured for validating data in a file. 
and further wherein e ach job configur e d to perform a pred e t e rmin e d Amotion and each job 
includes including an indicator of job termination, wh e r e in th e indicator is oithor termination 
success or job termination failure, and the plurality of jobs are configured for linking according 
to the indicator of job termination success or job termination failui 



fil e to a fil e format or data structure substantially oommo a- to th e plu 

13. (currently amended) A programmed computer for software application 
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developmen t suitable for processing input files with varying file formats or data structures. 

comprising: 

a memoiy having at least one region for storing computer executable program 

code; and 

a processor for executing the program code stored in the memory, wherein the 
program code comprises: 

code to characterize the file format and data structure of at least one 
known input file type; and 

code to create a library comprising a plurality of jobs configured to 
perform predetermined functions , wherein the library of jobs comprises at least one ioh 
configured, to rea d the file format flr4 data structure of the known input file and convert that incut 
file to a tab delimited file format or data structure that is common to the plurality of iobs. at least 
one job configured for extracting data from a file, at least one iob configured for archiving files. 
at least one iob config ured for loading files, at least one iob configured for messaging, at least 
pne job configured for transforming data in a file, at least one iob configured for validating data 
in a file, and further wherein e ach job configured to p e rform a pred e t e rmin e d function and each 
job includes including an indicator of job t e rmination, wherein th e indicator io eithor termination 
success or job termination failure, and the plurality of jobs are configured for linking according 
to the indicator of iob termination success or iob termin a tion failurer ^ t th-at l e ast on e of th e jobo 
configured to road the file format and data otruoturo of the known input file and convert that input 
fil e- to a fil e format or data structur e oubotantially common to th e- plurality of jobo . 

14. (currently amended) A method for processing a data file, the method 
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comprising: 

selecting a plurality of jobs from a preexisting library of jobs, wherein the library 
of jobs comprises at least one iob config ured to read the file format and data structure of the 
known input file and convert that input fil e to a tab delimited file format or data structure that is 
common to the plurality of jobs, at least o ne iob configured for extracting data from a file, at 
least one iob configured for archiving files, at least one iob configured for loading files, at least 
one job configured for messaging, at least one job configured for transforming data in a file, at 
least one iob configured for validating d ata in a file, and further wherein each job includes 
inoluding an indicator of job t e rmination, wh e rein th e indicator i s either termination success or 
iob termination failure; 

creating a job stream, the job stream comprising the plurality of jobs linked to 
each other according to the indicator of job termination success or iob termination failure : 

creating a manager; 

receiving the data file; and 

processing the data file with the job stream in a plurality of steps , either in 
sequence or in parallel, using the manager, wherein at least one of the plurality of steps 
comprises converting the file format and data structure of the data file to Jhg a file format or data 
structure oubotantially common to the plurality of jobs. 

15. (original) A method according to claim 1 4, wherein receiving the data file 
comprises receiving the data file as an e-mail attachment. 

16. (original) A method according to claim 14, wherein receiving the data file 
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comprises receiving the data file using file transfer protocol 

1 7. (original) A method according to claim 1 4, wherein receiving the data file 
comprises receiving the data file using hypertext transfer protocol. 

18. (original) A method according to claim 14, wherein receiving the data file 
further comprises checking security access for the data file. 

1 9. (original) A method according to claim 1 4, further comprising creating a 
visual representation of the plurality of jobs and the interlinking of the jobs. 

20. (original) A method according to claim 14, further comprising creating an 
extensible markup language document corresponding to the job stream. 

2 1 . (currently amended) A system for software application development, 
comprising a processor with : 

means for selecting a plurality of jobs from a preexisting library of jobs, wherein 
the library of jobs comprises at least one iob configured to read the file format and data structure 
of the known input file and convert that input file to a tab delimited file format or data structure 
that is common to the plurality of jobs, at least One iob configured for extracting data from a file. 
at least one job configured for archiving files, at least one iob configured for loading files, at least 
one job configured for messaging, at least one iob configured for transformin g data in a file, at 
least one iob configured for validating data in a file, and further wherein each job includes 
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includin g an indicator of job t e rmination, whoroin the indicator ia cither termination success or 

job termination failure; 

means for creating a job stream, the job stream comprising the plurality of jobs 

linked to each other according to the indicator of job termination success or job termination 

failure : 

means for creating a manager; 
means for receiving the data file; and 

means for processing the data file with the job stream in a plurality of steps , either 
in sequence or in parallel, using the manager, wherein at least one of the plurality of steps 
comprises converting the file format and data structure of the data file to the tab delimited a file 
format or data structure substantially common to the plurality of jobs. 

22. (currently amended) Computer executable software code transmitted as an 
information signal, the code for software application development, the code comprising: 

code to select a plurality of jobs from a preexisting library of jobs, wherein the 
library of jobs comprises at least one io b configured to read the file format and data structure of 
the known input file and convert that input file to a tab delimited file format or data structure that 
is common to the plural ity of jobs, at least one iob configured for extracting data from a file, at 
least one job configured fpr arch i ving fi l es, at least one iob con fig u r ed for loading files, at least 
one iob configured for messaging, at least one fob config ured for transforming data in a file, at 
least one iob configured for validating data in a file, and further wherein each job includes 
including an indicator of job termination, wherein th e indicator io cither termination success or 
iob termination failure; 
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code to create a job stream, the job stream comprising the plurality of jobs linked 

to each other according to the indicator of job termination success or iob termination failure : 

code to create a manager; 

code to receive the data file; and 

code to process the data file with the job stream in a plurality of steps , either in 
seouence or in parallel, using the manager, wherein at least one of the plurality of steps 
comprises converting the file format and data structure of the data file to the tab delimited a file 
format or data structure s ubstantial ly common to the plurality of jobs. 



23. (currently amended) A computer-readable medium having computer 
executable software code stored thereon, the code for software application development, the code 
comprising: 

code to select a plurality of jobs from a preexisting library of jobs, wherein the 
library of jpbs comprjsgs at least one job confi g ured to readthe file format and 4m structure of 
the known input file and convert that in put file to a tab delimited file format or data structure that 
is common to the plurality of iobs. at least one iob configured for extracting data from a file, at 
least one job configured for archiving files, at least one iob configured for loading files, at least 
one job configured for messaging, at least one iob co nfigured for transforming data in a file, at 
lggst one iob configured for validating data in a file, and further wherein each job includes 
including an indicator of job termination, wher e in th e indioator is oithor termination success or 
job termination failure; 

code to create a job stream, the job stream comprising the plurality of jobs linked 
to each other according to the indicator of job termination success or iob termination failure : 
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code to create a manager; 
code to receive the data file; and 

code to process the data file with the job stream in a plurality of steps , either in 
sequence or in parallel, using the manager, wherein at least one of the plurality of steps 
comprises converting the file format and data structure of the data file to the tab delimited a file 
format or data structure substantially common to the plurality of jobs. 

24. (currently amended) A programmed computer for software application 
development, comprising; 

a memory having at least one region for storing computer executable program 

code; and 

a processor for executing the program code stored in the memory, wherein the 
program code comprises: 

code to select a plurality of jobs from a preexisting library of jobs, wherein 
the l ibrary of jobs comprises at least one job configured to read the file format and data structure 
of the known input file and convert that input file to a ta b delimited file format or data structure 
that is common to the plurality of jobs, at least one i ob configured for extracting data from a file. 
at least one job configured for archiv ing files, at least one iob configured for loading riles, at least 
one job configured for messaging, at least one iob configured for transforming data in a file, at 
least one iob configured for validating d ata in a file, and further wherein each job includes 
including an indicator of job termination^ wh e rein the indicator is-e frh e r termination success or 
job termination failure; 

code to create a job stream, the job stream comprising the plurality of jobs 
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linked to each other according to the indicator of job termination success or job termination 

failure: 

code to create a manager; 
code to receive the data file; and 

code to process the data file with the job stream in a plurality of steps* 
either in se quence or in parallel, using the manager, wherein at least one of the plurality of steps 
comprises converting the file format and data structure of the data file to the tab delimited a file 
format or data structure oubatontiftlly common to the plurality of jobs. 

25 - 26. (cancelled) 
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